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The inaugural issue of Regions & Cohesion (2010) was entitled “Regiones, régions, regions, 
everywhere…. But what about the people?” It noted that regional integration had proliferated 
throughout the 1990s and early 2000s to the point that some scholarship was suggesting that 
regions could one day substitute nation-states as prominent actors in global affairs. The opening 
editorial of this issue noted that successful region-building, at the supranational, transnational 
and sub-national level was measured in terms of economic prosperity and political stability. The 
inaugural issue questioned this approach by studying how well regions respond to the needs of 
citizens. It asked whether regions serve the needs of their people or whether people serve the 
needs of regional economies? The articles included in the first issue examined this dynamic in 
different continents of the world.

Significant developments in regional integration have occurred in the ten years since Regions 
& Cohesion was first published. Far from substituting nation-states, many observers contend 
that (supra-national) regions are in crisis. Where regions once represented fora for political 
cooperation, normative development and mutual understanding, they now are often attacked 
by populist politicians for promoting globalization that contributes to increased inequalities. The 
very regions that previously represented symbols of progress and development have recently 
been framed as “enemies of the people.” At the same time, sub-national regions and city-regions 
have strengthened their actorness in international affairs. They are considered as relevant (often 
identity-based) spaces for policy-making and for responding to the challenges of globalization. 
These responses can be either pro-active and based on openness, or rather defensive and based 
on the protection of regional autonomy. Sub-national regional activism is, in turn, often contested 
within national political contexts.

A reflection is therefore needed on the current and future role of regions and what they could/
should mean for citizens. Such a reflection should go beyond short-term politics. The tenth 
anniversary issue invites scholars to write short contributions (3000-5000 words) on the current 
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state of regionalism in the world, taking the needs and aspirations of citizens as a point of 
departure. Pertinent questions include (but are not limited to):

 » What contributed to the perceived decline of regions in global affairs?
 » How can regions recover from this perceived decline?
 » How can supranational, transnational or sub-national regions respond better to the needs of 

citizens?
 » How can regions better support the Sustainable Development Goals and the transformative 

development that they pursue?
 » How can regions promote more sustainable usage of natural resources?
 » What roles can regions play in global affairs in the near-medium term future?

The issue will be published in Winter 2020. 

All contributions must be submitted by 15 June 2020. 

Submissions/inquiries should be sent to  
reco@berghahnjournals.com. 

Submissions that do not follow the journal’s style guidelines 
(APA) will be returned to the author.

For more information, please visit  
berghahnjournals.com/regions-and-cohesion.


